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pulously clean, and the floors are usually carpeted
with sheets of bark-cloth. Carved wooden stools and
benches serve as seats, and the inmates sleep either
in pita-hemp hammocks or upon mats*
Although dwelling in a game country, the Shay-
shans do little hunting. Neither are they true agri-
culturalists, but they depend largely upon wild
vegetables, nuts and fruits, together with bananas,
plantains, cacao and some maize which they raise. A
wild almond, a wild potato and the flower-buds and
fruit of the Piva-palin are their principal foods*
They are a light golden- or russet-brown, with
straight eyes, rather high but not prominent cheek-
bones, and with high-bridged, slightly aquiline noses.
They are excellent wood-carvers, make serviceable
but crude pottery, are experts at weaving the pita-
hemp fibers. Their weapons are powerful bows and
long arrows, as well as short blow-guns in which
they use clay pellets instead of darts as missiles.
Their religion is e, modified sun-worship, but they
consider the sun-god, whom they call Kins'hou, as
of less importance than the being KuTtan who is
supposed to be a personal or tribal deity, or Shaymc,
who is a divinity, or better a spirit, controlling the
rivers, floods and rains. Here we have a very strik-
ing proof of the survival of ancient Mayan ancestry.
Kins'hou is unquestionably an altered form of
Kinichahau, the Mayan sun-god; KuTtan is obvious-
ly a version of Kukulcan, and Shaymc is in all
probability a modified form of Chac-Mool, the
Mayan rain- or water-god. Moreover, the name of
the tribe itself, Shayshan, means literally the "People
of Shaymc/* or the "People of the Rain-God/*